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that this, like all keel-boats used in the Mississippi valley, was
built almost exactly on the model of the Erie and Middlesex
canal boats.

The men were rallying their French companions on their
apprehiensions, and the boat® was within thirty yards of the
shore, when suddenly the trees and rocks rang with the blood-
chilling, ear-piercing tones of the war-whoop, and a volley of
rifle balls rained upon the deck. Iappily, the Winnebagoes
had not yet recovered from the effeets of their debauch, and
their arms were not steady. One man only fell by their fire.
He was a little negro named Peter. Iis leg was dreadfully
shattered, and he afterwards died of the wound. Then Peter
began to curse and to swear, d g his fellows for leaving
him to be shot at like a Christmas turkey; but finding that
his reproaches had none effect, he also managed to drag him-
self below. All this passed in as little time as it will take to
read this paragraph.

Presently a voice hailed the boat in the Sac tongue, demand-
ing to know if the erew were English? A half-breed Sae,
named Beauchamp, answered in the affirmative. “Then,”
said the querist, “come on shore, and we will do you no harm,
for we are your brethren, the Sacs.” “Dog,” retorted Beau-
champ, “no Sae would attack ns thus cowardly. If you want
us on shore, you must come and fetch ns.”

With that, a second volley eame from the shore: but as the
men were now lying prone in the bottom of the boat, below
the water line, they all escaped but one. One man, an Ameri-
can, named Stewart, fell. He had risen to return the first
fire, and the muzzle of his musket protruding through a loop-
hole, showed some Winnebago where to aim. The bullet
struck him under the left arm, and passed directly through his
heart. He fell dead, with his finger on the trigger of his un-
discharged gun. Tt was a hot day, and before the fight was
over, the scent of the gunpowder could not overpower the
stench of the red puddle around him.

*This advance boat was the Oliver H. Perry according to Gen. Smith's Hist.
Wisconsin. L C. D:




